{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 544                 LIFE  AND   TIMES   OF   STEIN.         [pART IX.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 give it to English people by reminding them of the lines in which King Arthur shows how it is impos\-sible for him to join the quest for the Holy Grail. Stein  was  detained  from   occupations   purely   re\-ligious by  a function  which   left  him   no   leisure. And though the King of Prussia did not require his services again after the Peace, he did not cease to be in some sense in office ; his thoughts were still forced into the same channel by an irresistible  vocation. Whether he is at the Council-board or  in  lonely banishment, or in domestic leisure, he thinks always of politics,  and he thinks of them not   as a party man to whom the excitement of strife has become necessary, but  as a patriot to whom   the   general well-being  has  become  identical with   his   own,   I might almost say as a king or emperor  who  has been dedicated by solemn anointing to   the  public weal.    And thus with him as with the  Arthur of romance it has become in a manner irreligious to be too religious.    At least the luxuries of religious contemplation are not for him, nor can he show his religion to others, except to the few who can read the language of deeds.   In the whole mass of Stein's letters there is scarcely one which tells us what he himself in his own mind thought of religion, and this for the simple reason that there is scarcely one which is not political.   They remind us of what Arndt said, 'Stein  is  never  confidential,   and   indeed   scarcely knows  how  to  be.'     Such  life-long  silence,   such natural, invincible reticence may easily be misunder\-stood.    It may be taken for mere emptiness or dry-\hich\af0\loch\af0\dbch\f2\cchs0 \'95\hich\af0\dbch\af2\loch\f0\cchs0  ness of soul; but it marks not less often the greatest and deepest characters.}\par }